Bear Dave 


1 l/24/yo 

Good job! I lilce the presentation and the selection of it .-ns to criticize 
very much. I do have a few suggestions, and I wondered whether the second copy is for 
Jerry. I'll hold it until I've heard frou you because I'u returniii one with the 
marks. Or will if there are enough of then. 

p. 3, 3 upA Were there 50 or so 
renenber about 25. 

p. 3, 2 up, "jinny the prints." The photographs were given to the secret Service un- 
developed. 1^1 think I have _ thsjhi story of the printing in Post Mortem, as Tibn -“elley 
gave it to me in a letter.) Jo, if the jimmying required Jill's iuody, how could tliat have 
been done with the exposed film undeveloped? Once I was satisfied that these theories 
were untenable * never gave them more thought, but would they not have had to play 
gane3 with the corpse with so many present rather than with the undeveloped film? 

p. 6, line 4 , after "all" add' seven before ^lonfntal". vtfould you want to include "in 
four parts of two bodies, the President's and hie Governor's." 'I 

next line, "virtually" or "almost" before "pristine." and in what follows you are 
talking about missing weight, so "cannot carry the additiona burden" can be confusing. 

"Yet it deposited fragments that weigh mope. than is missing from it - and this without 
including hi - weights of the fragments washed out of Governor Connally's wrist wound 
when it was cleansed at the hospital." 

p-7, after first graf? "But what does this tell us about authors who pretend to be 
experts and who believe and depend on an overt, a transparent fake - phonied up by 
an intelligence agency tliat collaborated with their bote nqir , the CIA?" 

p.8, you have the story confused a bit, beginning 5 lines up. The old man did not jump 
the median strip, as I recall. Me was driving the wrong way on a divided highway. 

"He collided with the car driven by a man 80 years old who was driving the wrong way 
on a divided highwajr. Are we to believe that the CIA employs 80 year old kamikazes 
as assassins'll^ Cd~ dpi •'-**! ? ’ 

p. 9, lines 7 and 8. It was -“ill Alexander and he was the assistant district attorney. 

cv<r , 

lines 4 and 3 up "A man is his 50/s thay claim, again cribbing from Manchester, 
had his reactions slowed down by old age, alleging th4~)a is reversed in the Zaoruder 
film." (Have you mentioned j?aprduer before? If not he should be identified as “-braham 
and you can refer to him as an amateur photographer. I 

p. 10, add after first word, "iind run over all the people lining both sides of the 
street? xarxtBXKtixkxtxgi^grasxyxxxaxi Perhaps climb the steep bank of the g assy knoll? 

I'd add, after "difference," “There was no escape, whatever Greer did or did not do.*' 

Then I'd make a no..' graf on the car and reformulate what you have, "moreover, 
the limousine had been rebuilt into a^tarik without a top. Tjjis groat extra weight made 
it impossible to make rapid starts"0r jackrabbit starts. 

9 up, "such as u iint bill, we see real heroism. Hill, who'd been standing on the 
running-board of the follow-up Car, jumped from it and ran to the Presidential limousine 
when it appeared that jacki^ 1 was about to fell off its back. Hill gust misled being run 
over By the followup Mi 

6 up, do you want to say "the late Jp jagial 4gent Greer and his alleged failure 
to react is indecent"? Hither this oe^ 4-put "indefcent" right after "Greer". 

p. 11, first graf - they did not ignore me. They have some footnotes referring to my work. 
But they also ^ilewhat they would have recognized as ny work if they'd been familfciar with 
it to other works that use it without credit. I remember Gary Shawes. ^ou will remember 
better than J now can, I think they also used my work without any credit. i hus they 
pretend it is their own. 

p. 12, line 6. When J road this yesterday I made a note to add "self-proclaimed" before 


;xjopiewatching at the autopsy? Perhaps but I seem to 



"experts" and a3 an alternative put "experts" in quotes. It now occurs to no, and I'm not 
at all certain it is good, but 1 think more ridicule here nay be in order, to insert 
in parens after" tactics" (, of which they flaunt a penny-dreadful concept for all the 
world an though it is real) 


P* 13, in line 3, something like "to say nothing of the urgent need to fix most of the 
technical units of the FBI's laboratory and xhKxsuxerxxiSsrsfiany of the FBI Headquarters 
divisions;, from the supervisors up. 

11 up, do you W;int to say "proceedings in secret on eui ex parte basis?? 


,^t the bottom of this page, if you can go with what preceods the th e 

la— t grai as a conclusion, I tliink you should have an extra space or some asterisks be- 
cause it is not impossible that something like The hew lork 7$ ? view might consider the 
review and might not like this. 


~ J ast page, ■£' d eliminate "knefJ their findings were false" and replace it with some tiling 
like "knew it had not made the investigation i~ was directed to make*; admitted in its 
Sixiyet_ executive-sessions Ano," / ^top secret* executives sessions ixxe 

wkxEkx trxdttti CHBt from which it excluded even its yrestigeous staff xt-adai t 
ttTTtseif that it was intimidated by the FBI, which w nted it only to ‘fold its tent* 
and sli ni{\ off because I the farce of an investigation orderd of it by the Ps** new President 
before he appointed his commission had done it all; and at the very least it had to 
have the most serious and troubling doubts about its wbn conclusions, if it did not 
recognize the fact that also is without question, its "conclusions <ire not supported 
by what it represented as 'SsaTTHe facts of the case." 

^ext iitfe, "whom" for "which". 

■Penult line, insert "re«lly_ before "did" or after "not"? 


in tootnote six, possessive, "theorists ' ,jiu Sylvia's book was reprinted by Vintage. 


as jtou cun see, very few correction and not many suggestions. 

In its original formi the book must have sold exceptionally well. I was told this 
week by a Baltimore friend who s.id he'd seen the cancelled checks that Livingstone gave 
feroden more than -1000,000 before the Berkeley book was out but perhaps including a share 
of a Berkeley advance. 


There are so few places marked i'll keep til marked copy in “he event you phone. 


Congratulations - and good luck with it! 



